
Preserving the past, 
protecting the future ...
As one of the longest established community-led church trusts, Crichton 
Collegiate Church Trust is now acknowledged as an example of what can be 
achieved when redundant churches are rescued by local communities. The 
Trust remains committed to preserving its historic heritage and its use by the 
local and wider community for future generations. To this end, we continue to 
care for this treasured building and work towards securing a sustainable future 
for it through pursuing a pattern of services, concerts, fund-raising activities 
and other events. ■
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Concerts...
The year saw a welcome return 
of the Glasgow Chamber Choir 
who performed ‘The Blue Bird’ with 
their conductors Michael Bawtree and 
Max Todes. Two local choirs are now 
a familiar part of our concert season. 
Firstly, the Gorebridge Community 
Choir under their leader Annie Lewis 
returned in May for an impressive 
concert entitled ‘Unplugged at 
Crichton’ which was followed by a 
delicious tea provided by members 
of the choir. The Pathhead Choir, 
who practice regularly in the church, 
gave popular concerts in June and 
December. under the guidance of 
leaders Sophie Bancroft and Gina 
Rae. Both were well attended.There 
were two sell-out Lammermuir Festival 
concerts in September. Timothy 
Ridout, regarded as one of the fi nest 
viola players of his generation gave a 
solo performance of works by Bach, 
Britten, Telemann and Shaw. A week 
later we welcomed harpsichordist 
Rinaldo Alessandrini and his 
distinguished ensemble Concerto 
Italiano, who specialise in the works 

of Monteverdi. Sowne 
of Organe, who carry 
out detailed surveys of 
surviving historic organs 
in Scotland advocating 
for their conservation 
through talks and 
performances, visited 
in May. An unexpected 
problem with our Brook 
organ restricted their 
ability to complete the 
survey and only allowed 
for a curtailed concert. Despite these 
unforeseen constraints, Chris Bragg, 
Andrew Forbes, Stephen McIntyre, 
Matthew Hynes, among Scotland’s 
fi nest organists, along with violinist 
Serena Whitmarsh still managed an 
impressive programme. The group 
plan to return when the organ is 
fully operational again. A last-minute 
change saw Alberto Massimo and 
three highly gifted young performers 
replace the planned Edinburgh 
Chamber Orchestra concert. Our 
thanks to them for stepping in. It was 
a huge pleasure in July to welcome 
back the Junger Chor Hünshoven, 
from Geilenkirchchen, in Germany. 

In association with the Midlothian 
Twinning Association and preceded 
by a reception in the garden of the 
Old Manse this enthusiastic and gifted 
church choir gave another wonderful 
concert under the inspirational 
direction of Maria Slagboom. Our 
thanks to Peter Smaill and Midlothian 
Council for their help in arranging the 
visit. Another fi rst for the church was 
a concert of ambient electronic music 
arranged by Rob Norman and Derek 
Birrell. Unsure if this would attract an 
audience, they were delighted to fi nd 
some thirty people attended. ■

Junger Chor Hünshoven, from Geilenkirchchen



www.crichtonchurch.com
Information regarding upcoming events is 
available on the website and sent out via email. 
Please keep us up to date with any changes to 
your contact details. The Trustees are working to 
ensure that we are fully compliant with  General 
Data Protection Regulations.

Henry Duncan, 
Chairman April 2026
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Services...
Our services began with an Easter Day evening communion led by Revd 
Robert Simpson. Revd Nick Wills the rector of St Peter’s, Lutton Place in 
Edinburgh led the Ascension Day Eucharist. A Tyne Valley Parish service 
led by Revd Dale London was held in June and the Harvest Celebration 
this year was taken by Revd Malcolm Ramsay who also led Carols at 
Crichton in December. We were very fortunate to welcome back the Rt 
Revd Dr Donald Allister, a former Bishop of Peterborough to offi  ciate at 
the Armistice Day Service of Remembrance. It was a moving service 
with Pipe Major Chris Crawford of the Borthwick and District Pipe Band 
sounding a lament and bugler Donald McLaren from the MacTaggart 
Scott Loanhead Brass Band playing The Last Post and Reveille. Mrs 
Sarah Barron, the Lord-Lieutenant for Midlothian was in attendance. ■

Dr Judith Lamotte
It was with great sadness that 
we learnt of the death of Judith 
Lamotte on 25th April. She was 93. 
The founder Chairman of Crichton 
Collegiate Church Trust, Judith was 
the driving force behind the move 
to acquire the church following its 
closure by the Church of Scotland in 
1992. She along with the Friends and 
her fellow Trustees worked tirelessly 
on a phased restoration of the 
building, organising several fund-
raising appeals. With her dedication 
and determination, she faced and 
overcame many challenges over the 
years. She leaves a fi ne legacy and 
will be much missed. ■Friends...

It was a busy year for the Friends’ Committee, starting with a garden 
visit to the beautiful award-winning garden, Broadwoodside in Giff ord. 
Originally a working farm and part of the Yester estate, the property had 
fallen into disrepair and was in a near derelict state until rescued by Anna 
and Robert Dalrymple in 1997. The farmhouse and steading have been 
sensitively restored and is now a much-loved home which we were able to 
enjoy followed by a wonderful tea provided by the Friends’ Committee on a 
perfect June afternoon. Later in the year the Committee arranged a private 
tour of Arniston House. It was a fascinating visit and our thanks to Henrietta 
Dundas-Bekker for sharing her enthusiasm with us for this William Adam 
masterpiece. There was a much-anticipated talk by Rachel Sydeserff  from 
Historic Environment Scotland held in the church, on the history of Crichton 
Castle. She gave an update on the future plans, following its closure to the 
public since the pandemic. A few weeks later Sharon Mchale organised a 
book event in the church with a talk on witch-hunts in Scotland by historical 
novelist, Douglas Watt. This literary event was something new for Crichton 
and one which the Committee hope to repeat. As ever, the Sunday Openings 
brought some interesting visitors and groups and we are grateful to the 
volunteers for making this possible. The Trust was pleased to participate in 
Midlothian Doors Open Day with around ninety people visiting the church 
during the day. As ever, a recital and demonstration of the organ by Edward 
Cuthbert was a highlight of the day. 

We were sorry to learn of the passing of several Friends during the 
year, including John Borthwick, Ronald Rankin, Fiona Dalrymple and Sheila 
Clarke. We are grateful for their support over many years. ■

Service of Remembrance


