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Review of
the year 2014

We  W i l l  R e me mb e r  The m

August 4th 2014 marked the 
100th Anniversary of the 
outbreak of the First World 

War. The date was observed 
throughout the United Kingdom in 
many ways, from the lighting of a 
single candle in a home, to services 
in churches and cathedrals 
across the country. Following a 
request by Sir Robert Clerk, Lord-
Lieutenant of Midlothian, the 
Commemoration for the people of 
Midlothian was held at Crichton. 
With the service commencing at 
10 o’clock in the evening it was 
as the light was beginning to 
fade that members of the local 

community gathered together 
with representatives of the Armed 
Forces, Midlothian Council and 
many other organisations. 

The church was fi lled to 
capacity. The interdenominational 
commemoration was led by the 
Very Revd. Dr. Graham Forbes, 
Provost of St Mary’s Cathedral, 
Edinburgh, assisted by Revd. Alan 
Cobain of Tyne Valley Parish and 
Revd. Fr. Jock Dalrymple. Following 
an introduction by Sir Robert, who 
gave us a sobering reminder of 
the enormity of the loss suffered 
in the Great War, there followed 
a candlelit vigil of hymns, poems, 
scripture readings and prayer. 
David Bird read the personal story 
of two of those whose names 
are recorded on the memorial 
window in the chancel. Following 
a refl ection from Provost Forbes, 
the service drew to a close. As the 
bell tolled 11 o’clock, the lights 
in the church were extinguished 
leaving a solitary candle alight. 
The congregation then left into 

the darkness, in silence. It was 
felt that a fi tting commemoration 
had been achieved and our thanks 
to all those who organised it with 
such effi ciency and sensitivity.

Four Weddings 
and a Cantata

We had to wait until the autumn for the 
highlight of this year’s musical calendar. 
Thanks to the efforts of our treasurer, 

Peter Smaill and a small organising committee, 
a concert performed by the internationally 
renowned Dunedin Consort directed by 
Professor John Butt, was held on a fi ne evening 
in late September. After a pre-concert marquee 
reception in the garden of the Old Manse, the 
audience made their way over to the church and 
took their seats for a wonderful performance with 
works by Bach, Purcell, Charpentier and Handel. 
This was our main fundraising event of the year, 
bringing in new Friends and raising awareness 
of this magnifi cent building to a wider audience. 
It is very much hoped that we will be able to 
organise similar events in the future.

Crichton poppies

Dunedin Consort



My personal thanks to everyone for their support and encouragement.
Henry Duncan, Chairman  •   February 2015

The Friends

Our thanks to Alastair and Elizabeth Salvesen for generously 
hosting a Garden Party at Whitburgh House in August. The 
garden looked spectacular and the Friend’s Committee 

provided a wonderful tea for us all to enjoy on a splendid summer’s 
afternoon, raising much needed funds in the process. The committee 
also organised the Pathhead Choir Concert and helped provide the 
refreshments for the Dunedin Consort concert and, as ever, were 
responsible for supervising the Sunday Openings. Their efforts, 
under the chairmanship of Paddy Scott, are always much appreciated.

It was with sadness that we learnt of the deaths of William 
Weatherhead in January and Mary Tindall in November. 

Will had been involved in farming 
all his working life and was well known 
within the local community. 

Mary was one of the founding 
Trustees, serving for many years as 
Honorary Secretary. Her background 
as an architect proved to be a great 
asset during the various phases of 
restoration undertaken by the Trust. 
Crichton was very important to her and 
her contribution, especially in the early 
years has been pivotal to the success of 
the Trust.

Events
Our participation in this year’s 
Midlothian Doors Open Day, 
which included an organ recital 
by Edward Cuthbert, saw record 
visitor numbers. 

The programme of concerts 
included both familiar and new 
faces. David Knox brought 
along a clarinet choir from the 
Midlothian Community Concert 
Band for a return visit. The 
Edinburgh Chamber Orchestra, 
St. Mary’s Music School and the 
Pathhead Choir all returned to 
give accomplished performances 
at well attended concerts.

The Roxburgh Quartet, who are 
based in Edinburgh, gave an 
impressive inaugural concert 
as part of Midfest, Midlothian’s 
Festival of Arts. They played 
works by Dvorak, Mozart and 
Mendelssohn. We look forward to 
welcoming them back for a return 
visit in 2015. 

Services
Services followed the established 
pattern of Easter Communion, 
Ascension Day, a Tyne Valley 
Parish United Service, Harvest 
Festival, Service of Remembrance 
and Carols at Crichton at which 
David Knox returned with the 
Newbattle Community High 
School Wind Ensemble.

The church is also proving to be 
a popular choice for weddings, 
with couples from as far afi eld as 
California choosing to be married 
at Crichton.

www.crichtonchurch.com
A reminder that there is a straightforward link on the website to the 
charity support site, Just Giving, for payment of subscriptions and 
donations.

It is also always helpful to receive any updates of contact details 
especially email addresses. This can easily be done via email to one 
of the trustees or info@crichtonchurch.com.

From the Archive

Among the many visitors to the 
church during the year was a lady 
researching her ancestor David 

Ainslie, who founded and funded the 
Astley Ainslie Hospital in Edinburgh. 
Having helped her locate his memorial, 
one of the fi nest in the churchyard, 
she was delighted to be shown the 
magnifi cent stained glass window 
placed in his memory in the church 
itself. Positioned in the north transept 
it depicts Christ’s Ascension and is by 
Ballantine and Gardiner. Up until her 
visit she knew nothing of its existence. 
She has since been able to provide us 
with some interesting material relating 
to David Ainslie for the church archive. 
Any other stories of historical interest 
are always welcome.

Mary Tindall


